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“yesterday, today, forever – Jesus is the same” 
 

 

 

 

It is a joy to write this for the first AE UK newsletter of 2025.  Looking back on 2024 for a 

moment, it's been another year full of changes.  How can we forget that January saw the Call to 

Higher Service of two of our team leaders, Reverend Emmanuel Masanja Mbaaga of Tanzania 

and Dr Melisachew Mesfin of Ethiopia.  We pray for their families and colleagues and 

nations.  They have left deep shoes to fill, but we serve a faithful God and He will never desert 

us. 
 

So, as the year went on, we welcomed new team leaders, Robel Disasa from Ethiopia and 

Robert Lyimo from Tanzania, and also Joel Kasoka from Zambia.  That brings the total to twelve 

countries in Africa in which AE has a permanent presence.  We serve a wonder working God! 
  

We anticipate more news from Africa that will call us to prayer this year.  We are so grateful for 

every sign that God has heard your prayers and of course every gift that you feel able to send 

to us.  Everything is used to spread the gospel in Africa.  If you've browsed our website lately 

you may have noticed it's had a 'revamp', and we've introduced some new features to our 

newsletter too.  I hope you find them useful, and if you have any other ideas, we'd be most 

keen to hear them.  The Board of African Enterprise UK send their greetings to every one of 

you. 
 

In the Mighty Name of Jesus, 

 

Richard Brookes - Chairman 

African Enterprise UK Ltd 

 

 

   New day- a glimpse into the everyday lives of our Team Leaders 

 Leonard Kiswangi, Team Leader AE DRC  

 

I am married to Antoinette, and we both work for African Enterprise DRC.  We are 

passionate about giving hope to the hopeless, as we come from the same 

community as those we are trying to reach with the love of Christ.   
 

I have a passion for leadership transformation 

training and trauma healing for church leaders, 

Antoinette loves walking alongside vulnerable 

women, hoping to encourage them to become 

future women leaders and responsible mothers.  
 

Our office is 30 minutes’ drive away, but it usually is a journey 

of two hours.  We live with poor road infrastructure and chaotic 

traffic jams. So we start our day early and leave for home later 

at night - and we thank God for his protection. 
 

We have three grown-up children. Ephraim is married with five children.  Deidrinnelle, our second-

born, is completing her education in medical science and our youngest, Christella, has just 

graduated in agronomy.  
 

My favourite meal is fufu and fish - a particular fish called MISOMBI!  Thank you all for your 

faithful support. 
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“Evangelising the Cities of Africa through Word and Deed 
in Partnership with the Church” 
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Opportunities and Challenges for the Gospel in Ethiopia 
 

By Robel Disasa, Team Leader AE Ethiopia: 

 

Ethiopia is riding the wave of Christian revival in Africa. Just 60 years ago, this 2nd most 

populous nation in Africa was less than 1% evangelical Christian. Now over 20% of the 

population of 120 million identifies as born-again Christian. 60% of the population of 

Ethiopia is under the age of 25. As a ministry to the brightest young leaders in Ethiopia, 

African Enterprise Ethiopia is poised to greatly impact the future leaders of both the nation 

and the entire Horn of Africa region. Ethiopia is the only country having more than 24 

million evangelical believers close to the Middle East and North Africa region (MENA), and 

broadly in the 10/40 window. Ethiopian Christians have a long history of relating effectively with their Muslim 

neighbors. 
 

One of the unique features of Ethiopian Christianity 

is that it is a place where hope and despair coexists. 

Even though we have huge opportunities, we have 

also tremendous challenges due to civil war and 

inter-ethnic civil war, as well as economic collapse. 

Over a million people have lost their lives, and 

several million have been displaced after the civil 

war. Inflation has soared to as high as 40-50%. Life 

has been very difficult for so many Ethiopians. 

 

AE Ethiopia is navigating in these kinds of situations 

so that we may be able to seize the opportunities 

and present the hope of the Gospel to those living 

with tremendous challenges.
 

From AE DRC: Funa Mission 
 

 

 

 
 

 
                   

 

 

From AE Ghana: Tema Mission   
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“The capital city of Kinshasa has been 

our target for stratified outreach over 

the last couple of years, given the 

complexity of the city and its size, 

which is almost like a continent. Events 

focused on one-to-one evangelism in 

the streets and neighbourhoods of 

Funa. We also visited the sick in Makala 

hospital which also has a prisoners’ 

ward. We gave them food, prayed with 

them and saw many come to the Lord.” 

 

“In a quiet backstreet of Tema, some missioners 

stumbled upon seven young men and a young 

woman engaging in drug use. The group was 

unaware that they had wandered into a 

neighbourhood, often characterized as a ghetto. 

One of the young men, Stephen, told them of the 

struggles many of them face daily. After sharing 

God’s love and compassion with them, they 

decided to give their lives to Christ.”  Please keep 

them in your prayers. 

 

AE Zambia runs a Women of Faith Community Transformation Group. “33-

year-old Rhoda Mwape came from an abusive marriage. Her children could not go 

to school and often there was no food. Friends from her Transformation Group 

encouraged her to report her husband and she left the matrimonial home. Rhoda is 

still attending counselling classes but is doing well. She is one of the beneficiaries 

of the sewing project and is looking forward to starting her tailoring business, thanks 

to African Enterprise.” 
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